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THE FOLLOWING IS THE COPY OF PART OF A LET~ 
TER WRITTEN BY A YOUNG MAN AT SEA TO A 
FRIEND IN THE UNITED STATES. 


Wuite sitting in my eabin and walking the deck, 
memory often retraces the scenes that are past, and 
dwells upon the friends who have taken a lively inter- 
est in all my coneerns. I often think of you, my dear 
Sir, and you have often been the subject of my prayers, 
when I have entered into my eloset and shut the door. 
Much as I should be gratified to see you suited with re- 
sard to business, property, and every outward cireum- 
stance, my chief concern is about the soul. The soul! 
the soul of nan! who ean tell its worth? who ean esti- 
mate its value? It cannot be gotten for gold, neither 
shall silver be weighed for the price thereot.. It can- 
not be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious 
onyx, orthe sapphire. The gold and chrystal eannot 
equal it: and the exchange of it shall not be for jewels 
of fine gold. No mention shall be made of coral, or of 
pearls; for the price is above rubies. The topaz of 
Ethiopia shall not equal it, neither shall it be valued 
with fine gold.” There is nothing I desire so much for 
you, as that you may be taught by the Holy Spirit your 
true situation as a sinner before God; that you are by 
nature possessed of a heart deceitful above all things 
and desperately wicked;—that you are not only sick, 
but absolutely dead in trespasses and sins ;—that you 
are poor, and miserable, and wretched, and blind, and 
naked,—and that there is no help or hope for you, ex- 
cept in the rich, and free grace of God in Christ—that 
you may be made acquainted, savingly acquainted with 
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the Lord the Redeemer, and being born again, and hav. 
ing a new heart, may be enabled to walk in all the ordi- 
nanees of the Lord blameless; live above the world, en- 
jey communion with God day by day, a communion or 
intercourse, which imparts a happiness which * none but 
he that feels it knows,” and that you may finally be re- 
ceived to realms of light, and life, and love, and peace, 
and joy. 

I fear you will think, that you are not quite so bad, 
as [wish to have you feel yourself to be; but I believe 
that you and [and every child of Adam, are entirel 
destitute of any good principle, until renewed by the Ho- 
ly Spirit. lL know that to this proposition, the carnal 
heart is opposed. Probably you will never feel it te be 
true, until enlightened by the Divine Agent. 

A person of an amiable natural disposition, came one 
day to converse with Mr. Whitefield. Cn his discov: 
ering an inclination in him to rely on his own agreeable 
temper and sweetness of manners, he told him, that he 
apprehended Satan was cheating him, by leading him to 
mistake a good disposition for the grace of God. “TIT 
would rather you had the roughness of that man,” said 
he, pointing to a by-stander, * than that the tempter 
should thus deceive you.” 

That ouz hearts need to be radically changed, 'so that 
we love what we before hated, and hate what we before 
loved; so that old things are passed away and all 
things are become new with us, I firmly believe the 
Scriptures teach. Also that we are absolutely unable 

to change our own hearts, and that this change ean only 
be wrought by the power of the Holy Ghost, accompa- 
nying the means of grace; such as prayer, reading the 
Scriptures, attending on the public ordinances of God, 
religious conversation, &e. We must not ‘rest on these 
means, but wholly on the obedience, and death of Christ. 

It would be an easy matter to write a long letter upon 
business, or news, or some other topic, but I ehoose to 
select for my principal subject, one of greater conse 
quence than any, or all of these. I am willing that each 
of these should have its proper place: i. e. that we 
should attend to them just so far as will be most for the 
glory of God, and our best interests. But we should be 
eareful, that the soul is not robbed of its due attention. 
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Much as I value the cultivation of the mind, and every 
important addition to our stock of knowledge, yet surely 
we should keep in view our high destiny, and not loiter 
on the short road we have to travel, nor stop to pluck ev- 
ery flower that presents itself to our view. 

I was struck with some unusual reflections, on reading 
the other day, of the death of Matis, the friend of Lin- 
eus, who had devoted upwards of fifty vears to the ex- 
amination of the vegetable prodnetions of America. 
Supposing now that the life of this celebrated botanist 
had been Jengthened out to as great a period as that of 
Methusalah, and that he had devoted half a century to 
similar researches in each quarter of the globe—that he 
had then turned his attention from what appears abeve 
the surface, to what lies concealed in the howels of the 
earth, and continued his researches there for several 
generations; that he had then travelled through every 
other department of science, and united in himself all 
the wisdom of the schools, of what real, solid, perma- 
nent advantage would it be to him, when he should be 
ealled from this busy seene? The fear of the Lord is: 
the beginning of wisdom; and until, or unless this be 
added to our other aequirements, they will all be in vain, 
and worse than in vain. 

My friend , have you attained this wisdom? 
Have you an interest in Christ? O this is an important 
points; an error here would be fatal. And doubtless 
there are thousands who are deceiving themselves ; who 
instead of entering into heaven by the only Door, are 
striving to climb up some other way. Our Saviour has 
said, “ Many are ealled, but few are chosen.”?> Are ize 
of the chosen few ? Do we love Christ, more than we do 
every thing else ? Ifhe should require it of us, as he did 
of his immediate followers, would we be willing to be 
called focls, and fanatics, and Jose our reputation, and 
part with money, and friends, and ease P Can we appeal 
to the Searcher of hearts, and say with Simon Peter, 
* Lord, thou knowest all things, thou knowest that k 
love thee. Do we evince this love, by loving and keep- 
ing his commandments ? Jesus Christ has said, “ he that 
doth not bear his cross, and come after me cannot be my 
disciple.” Do we deny ourselves, and are we determiu- 
ed, that we will serve the Lord, and do our duty, how- 
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ever much, and how often it may be contrary to our 
inclination ? Do we every day strive to do every thing 
that we ean to please and obey God? We know he is 
every where present, and knows our thoughts, and 
whether we do indeed love him, and make it our busi- 
ness to obey his will. 

Hfow is it with the Seriptures? Do we loveto obey 
daily this command of our Redeemer, search the Seri 
tures 2 Is it merely of form, or as a task that we do this, 
or do we turn over the saered pages with delight, and 
tind them sweeter than honey, or the honey comb? Da 
we let little time pass every day without looking to Gad 
in prayer? Do we like Jacob, wrestle with God in 
prayer? Do we have asense of his presence, and a rich 
experience of his blessing, when we are in our closets, 
and alone with God ? On the Sabbath, do we delight to 
be employed wholly in prayer and praise, and the other 
duties of the day, refraining from all worldly thoughts 
and conversation; or do we indulge in thinking of busi- 
ness, or news, or other concerns, which on this day should 
find no place in the mind. or in the mouth of one who 
is rapidly passing over this little space of life, and very 
‘soon will be an inhabitant ofan entirely different state > 


(Tobe conciuded in our next Number.) 











ANALOGIES BETWEEN THE KINGDOMS OF NATURE 
AND GRACE. 


ESSAY No. IV. 


The path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day. 
SOLOMON, 


_ Ay inspired direction is, “ prove all things, and hold 
fastihat whieh is good.” It is sometimes asserted that 
sinless perfection may be the privilege of Christians ia 
this life, even at the commencement of their religions 
course. ‘That Christians should pray and strive to be 
Loly in heart, in life and in all manner of eonversation, 
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we have ne doubt. That God, from whom their sanéfi-~ 
fication comes, is able instantly to perfect them in ho- 
liness, is fully admitted. But has he given any reason 
to expect this ? God is able to cause it to'be sunrise the 
instant the day has broke, but has he ever doneit? No. - 
This is the order of Jehovah’s appointment, that the day” 
shall first dawn and its: light progressively increase to 
the perfect day. His word decides, that there is nota 
just man upon the earth that doeth good and sinneth not. 
The apostles found a law in their members warring a- 
gainst the law of the Spirit, so that when they would 
do good evil was present with them. ‘They never justi-— 
fied the evil, but they groaned under it as a dead and 
putrid body trom which they expected not to be perfeetly 
freed till death. .Their testimony, agreed with their 
experience. St. John says, “ If we say we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” It is 
plain, therefore, that the apostle John would have no - 
charity for mushrooms in religion, who claimed sinless 
perfection. | 

It is the established order in the kingdoms of na- 
ture and of grace, that light first dawn, and then shine 
more and more unto the perfeet day. This brings us to 
a consideration of the coincidences between the morning 
twilight and the path ofthe just in their pRoGREss. 

First; They agree in their gradual and constant 
tendency toward their respeetive ends. ‘The inerease of 
the morning light is uniform, though so gradual as not to » 
be perceptible from instant to instant, and the compari- 
son of periods more remote from each other will easily 
exhibit a difference. So it is with the Christian. He 
is never stationary in the path of the just. - He often 
wanders from that path. Some are wandering more 
frequently than others. From these wanderings, these 
deviations from the path of the just, they cannot-expeet 
progress but delay. But the just, when following on to 
know the Lord,—when walking in the strait and narrow 
path of truth and duty ;—when striving to work out their 
salvation, depending on God to work in them to will and 
todo; are constantly growing ia grace. Increase of — 
light, sanetifieation and stability, attends their course, 
though it be scareely perceptible. They add to their 
faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge tempe- 
40* 
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rance, to temperance godliness, to godliness brotherly 
kinduess, to brotherly kindness charity. In proportion 
as these things accumulate and abound, they evince the 
soul’s progress in the divine life. ‘This thought deserves 
to be pursued farther. Though regeneration begins a 
new era in its subjeets, many errors and prejudices and 
wrong habits may remain. But as they advance in the 
path of the just, errors are seen and renounced ; ¢on- 
tracted views are exchanged for more enlarged ones; 
prejudices are deteeted and discarded ;—wrong habits 
are discovered and grace enables them to conquer their 
wrong habits and establish different and right habits. 
Their growth in humility often hides from them their 
own attainments in religion when they are perceived by 
others. It is thus that the righteous go on from one de- 
gree of grace to another till they arrive to the measure 
and stature of men in Christ Jesus. And all these ad- 
vances are to be aseribed to light and sanctification and 
strength from on high. Graee does not supersede hu- 
man agency; but it arouses it into vigorous action. 

Again, persons enjoying the morning light may be 
very differently cireumstanced. A person in ‘this place 
is surrounded with many different objects from one in an- 
other place. A person advanced five hundred miles to- 
ward the rising sun has more light at the same moment 
than a person here. It is easy to determine that the at- 
tention of persons will be directed to the objects with 
which they are surrounded ;—and that those who have 
most light may see most elearly. Thus it is with the 
path of the just. Different moral objects meet the eyes 
of those spiritually enlightened aceording to the differ- 
ent circumstances in which they are placed. And their 
moral affeetions are exercised accordingly. Bat these 
general results are the same. Sin is detested and re- 
nounced, and holiness is loved and followed. Still it 
must be observed that those whe are most advanced in 
the path of. the just, and consequently have most moral 
twilight, are prepared to decide more promptly, and to. 
act more efficiently than others. 

We know that in some climates and in some sea- 
sons of the year, the morning twilight is of shorter dura- 
tion than in others,and when shortest in duration, it is 
uniformly most rapid in its inerease. Secondary eauses 
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operate in this. | How emblematical is this of the Chris- 
tian course ! Some Christians are much sooner introdue- 
ed to perfect day than others. And how common the 
observation, that those who were early called away after 
becoming pious, appeared by grace to have been making 
more rapid advances in the divine life, than others who 
are coutinued longer. ‘They sooner ripened for heaven. 
Secondary causes might have a perceptible influence, 
but the fact was undeniable. 

Once more ; The dawning twilight is the precursor 
of perfect day. We Know indeed, that ifthe day had 
dawned, and God should withdraw his agency, all would 
be darkness and chaos again. But who ever knew the 
day to dawn and the sun not arise? We know all de- 
pends on his power and pleasure in this event. But has 
he not established a certain connexion between events in 
the natural world ? Does net a similar connexion exist 
in the world cf grace ? We know indeed that renewed 
souls have no power of their own to secure their perse- 
verauce in holiness. Left to themselves they would still 
perish. But that Mighty power which in his own time 
always ushers in the perfect day after it has dawned, is 
able to keep Christians, through faith unto salvation. 
Whiere iz the evidence that a work of grace has Leen be- 
gunin the soul and that soul finally lost ? Is Judas nam- 
ed? We ask for the least evidence that he ever was 
truly pious. ‘The Saviour pronounced him a devil, long 
before his treason. And when he seemed careful for the 
poor, his motives were condemned. Did David or Solo- 
mon finally apostatize F Read the Stst Psalm and Ee- 
clesiastes, written after their grievous falls and. deter- 
imine whether they were or were not penitent. Doyou 
say, some in the apostles’ days who appeared to be Chris- 
tians fellaway. We grantit. But what said an apos- 
tle respecting them? * They went out from us, because 
they were not of us, for if they had been of us they 
would no doubt have continued with us.”” How far a per- 
son may appear like a Christian and not be one, and 
how fara Christian may be left to fall and be finally re- 
stored, are questions difiicult to solve. Analogy in the 
kingdums of Providence and of grace, favours the Doe- 
trine of the saints’? pesseverance. Hence the apostle 
Paul writes to the Philippians, “ Being persuaded that 
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he who hath begun a good work in you, will perform it to 
the day of Jesus Christ.”>. And a greater than Paul hath 
said, ** whosoever drinketh of this water, it shall be in 
him a well of water. springing up unto eternal life.”? Rea- 
soning upon the subject we arrive at the same conclusion, 
Does it appear reasonable to eonclude that God will re- 
instamp his moral image on the soul as the purchase 
of Christ’s death, and then suffer it to be again erased? 
Will he who is without variableness or shadow of turn- 
ing, do and undo his work of sanctification in the soul ? 
After all, we admit that the “ Law and the testimony,” 
must decide the question. But when we find it unequiy- 
ocally written, ** The righteous- shall hold on his way 
and he that hath clean hands be stronger and stronger ;” 
must we not consider this a broad promise? Besides, the 
Chief Shepherd has said, ‘* My sheep hear my voice, and 
I know them, and they follow me, and I give unto them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish neither shall 
any pluck them out of my hand.” Here we have the 
nature, order and effects of grace exhibited,—the ageney 
of the creature recognized, and the power, and faithfal- 
ness, and determination of Christ made known. Hear- 
ing ears and obedient hearts characterize Christ’s sheep. 
They are agents in voluntarily following him. He knows 
them, chooses they shaH never perish. but inherit eter- 
nal life, and has power and ability to carry his pleasure 
into execution, It is also said of him that, “ Having 
loved his own, he loved them to the end.”” Well might 
an apostle affirm, that ‘nothing should be able to sepa- 
rate them from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” But we must not further pursue this copi- 
ous subject. We think Seripture and reason and analo- 
gy are in favour of the saints’ perseverance. We reeall 
the analogy of the morning twilight to mind, that when 
God causes the dawning light te appear, we have confi- 
dence that it will be day. 

It is time that we proceed to notice coincidenees in the 
\ CONSUMMATION of the morning twilight and the path of 
the just. When the morning san appears there is an 
end of all doubt and perplexity about day. Then all ob- 
jects may be seen elearly and fully by his light, where 
the organs of vision are adapted to objects presented. 
There is no longer a strugglé between darkness and 
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light. The light has a complete and uninterrupted as- 
cendency. When enlightened souls drop these clay ten- 
ements in the dust, their twilight will terminate in be- 
holding the Sun of righteousness in all his glory. Then 
all their doubts and fears.will be dispelled. Their spir- 
itual vision will be without error and without interrup- 
tion. They will be perfected in holiness. ‘Their sancti- 
fication will no longer be progressive, but will then be 
complete. ‘There will be no more fightings without and 
fears within, Love, peace, joy and triumph will fill 
their souls. Every obscurity which veiled any part of 
the kingdoms of nature, providence, and grace, will then 
be dispelled, and the glory of God and the Lamb, will 
ABSORB and FELICITATE every energy of their souls for- 
ever. Some reflections will conciude this Essay. 

First; Let our subject teach us candour toward oth- 
ers. Ifdiversity of circumstances may greatly affect 
the views, feelings and conduct of persons who are truly 
enlightened from above, let us candidly consider this in 
our judgment of them. We are indeed to contend ear- 
a for the faith once delivered to the saints; but we 
must not make any thing essential in faith which the 
Bible does not. If many errors may exist in the minds 
of those who are in heart the lovers of truth let us guard | 
against rash judgment where we discover some errors, 
Particularly where the Divine life is apparently but just 
commenved, there let us be lenient towards these babes in 
Christ. Let us not expect them to sce as clearly at the 
dawn of day as with the twilight more advanced. Let 
us nut expect that Christians will be perfect characters 
while here in the body. Let us make all the allowan- 
ces that pure Christian charity may require, in hope- 
ing in behalf ef others, though we are never to counte- 
hance error, or justify sin in the least degree. Let us 
seek by tenderness and fidelity to diminish their errors 
and increase their sanctification. ‘Thus we might be co- 
workers with God in rendering them more useful on 
earth and more meet for the inheritance of the saints in 
light, 

Seconpiy; Let our subject excite us to be watehful 
and prayerful respecting our own circumstances. Here 
we may be much more severe in our judgment, than to- 
wards others. Let us consider nothing as evidence ofa 
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work of grace which is not evidence of vital and praeti- 
eal godliness, While we stady to pursue the path of ho- 
ly obedience respecting both our faith aud practice, let us 
exercise a godly jealousy over ourselves, that we do not 
mistake our moral characters,—that we do not mistake 
what we wish to believe, for truth, and what we choose to 
do, for duty. Let us at all times be willing to discover er.. 
ors, aud renounce them, to discern duty and perform it. 
Such changes instead of manifesting weakness are marks 
of true wisdom. Let us not be over confitent on points 
where we have but little light from heaven. Let us 
cherish a favourable opinion of the man who has Song 
Jed a prayerful, exemplary life, though in some things 
he may differ fromus. If he appear to have more sane- 
tification, he may have more spiritual knowledge than 
we with less outward advantages. Let us judge of our 
Christian attainments, by the progress we have made in 
the path of the just. Let us not complain of not enjoy- 
ing increasing light when we are wandering from the 
narrow path. Since God is the author of sanctification, 
in every stage, let us be much engaged in praying that 
he would sanctify us in soul, body, and spirit. And to 
our prayers, let us add a diligent use of all those means 
which he has appointed to promote an increase of our 
knowledge, sanetification, and comfort. 

Tuirp iy; Is sanctification progressive, then we are 
not to expect great evidence ef piety from sick bed ex- 
ercises, though we would not limit the Holy One of Isra- 
el. He may, in some instances, renew and suddenly ri- 
pena soul for glory. But high transports in death, with 
recent hopes are very doubtful evidence. Let us not 
speak of such in the circle of our friends and aequaint- 
ance in a manner which shall in the least countenance a 
disposition to delay repentance to a sick bed and a dy- 
ing hour. And as we value scriptural evidence and ho- 
ly tranquility in the hour of our own dissolution, let us 
not madly procrastinate the business of religion till then. 

Finatty; Perfect day may well reconcile the Chris- 
tian to death. In the contemplation of that event, there 
is a terror which we feel in common with animals. [tis 
more awful still to consider ourselves amenable at the tri- 
bunal of Omniscient Parity, and to view death as the offi- 
cer which ushers us into the more immediate presence of 
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Eternal Majesty. But when Christians look around on 
the moral darkness of our world, when they look within 
on the state of their own souls, and avhen every thing in 
their moral horizon is obscurity at best, the hope ofa 
glorious, unclouded, and eternal day, beyond the grave 
tends to reconcile the pious mind to death. Compared 
with this hope, how Worthless and vain the hopes of the 
Infidel and of the worldlmg ina dying hvur. 


SELECT BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 


JUSTIN MARTYR. 


Justin, surnamed The Mariyr, appears te have been 
the first man of learning after the Apostles, who was 
eminent in the Chureh of Christ. He was a native of 
Neapolis, in Samaria, anciently ealled Sychem; and by 
his father’s desire was educated in all the learnin 
and philosophy of the Gentile world. Coming at length 


to the far famed schoo! of Alexandria, for still farther 
improvement, he studied the various doctrines of the dif- 
ferent philosophers, and was alternately dissatisfied with 
each of them; till at length he cordially embraced what 
is ealled the Platonic system. He now livéd in a very 
retired manner, and seemed to be established in his own 
sentiments; when an unforeseen circumstanee took 
place, which led to his conversion to Christianity. 
Whilst one day taking a solitary walk by the sea side, 
he providentially met an aged Christian. They soon 
entered into conversation. One question led to another, 
till at length, the venerable stranger recommended him 
to read the writings of the Old ‘Testament prophets, as 
more ancient, and infinitely wiser than all the works of 
heathen philosophers. He then unfolded to him the 
leading doctrines of Christianity, and concluded his dis- 
course with this truly important advice :—** Above all 
things, pray, that the gates of Jight may be opened to 
you: for these things cannot be discerned or understood, 
by any one, except God and his Christ grant toa man 
the knowledge of them.”? That this divine illumination 
is absolutely necessary to enable any one properly to un- 
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derstand and relish real godliness, is declared in various 
assages of Scripture, and especially in St. Paul’s first 
epistle to the Corinthians, ** The natural man,” says he, 
« receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; for they 
are foolishness unto him; neither ean he know them, 
because they are spiritually diseerned.”’°—ii. 14. 

The venerable stranger havittg finished his discourse, 
immediately departed, and was never after seen by Jus- 
tin. His words however made a deep impression on his 
mind. From that time he earefully read the Scriptures, 
felt an inercasing interest in their important contents, 
and in due time experienced that genuine eonsolation, 
which Christianity alone can confer on the troubled 
mind. ‘To use his own expressions, “I found,” said he, 
“ Christianity to have a formidable majesty in its nature, 
admirably adapted to terrify those who are in the way of 
transgression, as well as a sweetness, peace, and serenity, 
for those who are conversant in it.”?> In another place 
he remarks, that the calmness and patience of Christians, 
under the most dreadful persecutions, confirmed his faith 
in Christianity: for Alexandria, and indeed almost eve- 
ry country, where the religion of the Redeemer was 
known, was polluted with the blood of the martyrs. 

Justin, after his conversion, still wore the usual! dress 
of the heathen philosophers, which shews that he retain- 
ed a relish for the studies of his youth ; and indeed it is to 
be feared, that this very circumstance tended to obseure 
his views of divine truth, though not in such a degree as 
to prevent his sincere attachment to the gospel. 

Coming to Rome about the year of our Lord 140, he 
earnestly opposed the blasphemous errors of Marcion. 
He also shortly after published his excellent apology for 
the Christians, against whom the most dreadful ecalum- 
nies had been reported, to make them the more odious 
in the opinion of the people. Amongst other things, 
they were accused of devouring infants—of committing 
incest—and of putting cut the lights in their places of 
worship, in order that they might indulge themselves 
without restraint in the grossest sensuality. By these 
glaring misrepresentations, the rage of the heathens was 
for a time inflamed to the utmost against the Christian 
name, and a handle was afforded for the most barbarous 
treatment of the best of men. Time, however, detected 
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the falsehood of these accusations, and all who made 
any pretensions to candour became, at length, ashamed 
of affecting to believe, what was in its nature impreba- 
ble, and was supported by noevidence. In his apology, 
Justin completely refutes the charges brought against 
them, describes their mode of worship, and vindicates its 
purity and simplicity. This apology, which was ad- 
dressed to the Emperor, Antoninus Pius, appears to have 
had a considerable influence on his future conduet to- 
wards the Christians. Though indifferent himself about 
religious truth, he was nevertheless a man of sense and 
humanity, and was anxious to do justice to all his sub- 
jects. He therefore bore an honourable testimony to the 
moral character of the Christians, and issued a decree, 
that if any of them for the future should be accused 
merely of being Christians, they should be acquitted, and 
their accusers punished. 

Whilst we admire the amiable character of this Em- 
peror, and the justice of this sentence respeeting the 
Christians, we cannot but regret that he never seriously 
studied the gospel for himself. A fatal indifference to 
religion, too common, alas! in our own day, gained full 
possession of his mind; and hence, while he was a ter- 
ror to evil-deers, he never seems to have refleeted that 
he had a soul accountable to the Supreme Being, and 
that, that soul was polluted in his sight. 

Justin, having observed in his apology, how few Jews 
had embraced Christianity, and that the Seriptures were 
fulfilled in them, was attacked by Trypho, a learned 
Jew. The substance of their dispute is still extant. 

After some years had elapsed, Justin again returned 
to Rome, and-in consequence of the bloody persecution 
of the Christians under Marcus Jurelius, who had now 
succeeded to the throne, he wrote a second apology, and 
presented it to him. Butif he supposed that he should 
have softened the present Emperor’s mind towards them 
as he had that of his predecessor, he was much mista- 
ken. Aurelius was an implaeable enemy of the Chris- 
tians, and hence the arguments and the philosophy of 
Justin were alike despised by an Emperor, who, remark- 
able as it may seem, on other occasions, manifested the 
greatest reverence for men of learning. Crescens,a prof- 
ligate philosopher, who had been rebuked by Justin for 
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his iniquities, procured his imprisonment, and shortly af- 
ter, his martyrdom, for a crime of all others the most odi- 
ous in that day,—his being a Christian. 

The Prefeet or Governor, before whom Justin and 
six of his companions were brought, had been the tutor 
of the Emperor, and had been celebrated for the moral 
duties he ineuleated on him: but alas! what would these 
wretched fig leaves of morality avail, whilst the tutor 
and his royal pupil remained the enemies of God and his 
Christ! At first he attempted to persuade Justin to obey 
the gods, andl comply with the Emperor’s commands. 
‘Phe martyr defended the reasonableness of his religion. 
The Governor then inquired in what kind of learning 
aud discipline he had been educated.—He then told him 
he had endeavoured to understand all kinds of learning ; 
but finding satisfaction in none of them, he at last had 
found rest in the Christian doctrine, however fashiona- 
ble it might be to despise it. 

© Wretch !” replied the indignant magistrate, artthou 
captivated then by THAT RELIGION ?” 

* Tam,” said Justin, * 1 follow the Christians; and 
their doetrine is right.” 

* What is their doctrine >” 

“It is this :—we believe the one only God to be the 
Creator of all things visible and invisible ; and we con- 
fess our Lord Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, foretold 
by the prophets of old; and that he is now the Saviour 
and teacher of all those who humbly submit to his in- 
structions; and that he will hereafter be the Judge of 
mankind. As for myself, I am too mean to be able to 
say any thing beeoming his infinite Deity: this was the 
business of the prophets, who, many ages ago, foretold 
the coming of the Son of God into the world.” 

The Prefeet then asked, * where do the Christians 
usually assemble P” 

On being told that the God of Christians was not con- 
fined to any particular plaec, he inquired where Justin 
instrueted his scholars. Justin informed him. 

The Prefect having severally examined his compan- 
ions, again addressed Justin—“ Hear thou, who hast the 
character of an orator, and imaginest thyself to be in the 
possession of truth, If I scourge thee from head to foot, 
thinkest thou that thou shalt go to heaven?” 
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Justin replied, “ Aithough IT suffer what you threaten, 
yet I expect to enjoy the portion of all true believers ; as 
I know that the divine grace and favour ts laid up for 
all such, and shall be so while the world endures.” 

‘ Do you think,” euquired the Prefect, “ that you 
shall go to heaven and receive a reward ?” 

“ T not only think so,” said the martyr, “ but I know 
it, and have a certainty of it, which excludes all doubt.” 

The Prefect then insisted on their sacrificing to the 
sods, and threatened (o torment them without mercy un- 
less they complied. 

Justin exelaimed, “ we desire nothing more sincerely 
than to endure tortwres for our Lord Jesus Christ, and to 
be saved. Hence our happiness is promoted; and we 
shall have confidence before the awful tribunal of our 
Lord and Saviour.” 

The rest added, “ Despatch quickly your purpose, we 
are Christians,and cannot sacrifice to idols !” 

The Goveruor then pronounced this sentence, “ Let 
those men, who refuse to saeriiice to the gods, and to 
obey the imperial edicts, be first scourged, and then be- 
headed, according to the laws !” 

The martyrs rejoiced, and blessed God, and being led 
back to prison, were whipped. and afterwards beheaded. 

Justin Martyr suffered about the year of our Lord 163. 
Ife does not appear to have entered into the ministry ; 
notwithstanding he was always actively engaged in the 
eause of Christianity. It is charitable to hope, that he 
retained his professton of philosophy, not merely to grat- 
ify ,his own taste, but also from the hepe of thereby 
winning over learned men to Christianity. If so, his 
want of success may warn others from attempiing to 
make converts to Christ, by temporizing expedients. 
He found it easier to provoke opposition, and to lose 
his own life, than to induce a-single philosopher to be- 
come a Christian. 

Well had it been for the Chureh, tf-ministers had al- 
ways been contented with asimple statement of divine 
truth. A desire to be wise above what is written, and 
to reeoncile to human capacities things in their nature 
incomprehensible, was first introduced by Justin—grew 
toa dreadful height under Origen—and at length became 
the fruitful parent of an.immense trike of exalters of hu- 
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man ability, and debasers of the divinity and atonement 
of * God our Saviour !” X. 








ADVICE TO THE YOUNG. 


xtracted from a sermon of the Rev. Mr. Foxcrorr, 
former Pastor of the First Church in this city, which now 
meets in Chauncey-Place. 


Ler young people he persuaded to give themselves 
to Meditation. Learn to fix your thoughts and contract 
a habit of of thinking ;—sober, serious thinking. With 
the reason that becomes men, and the solicitude that 
becomes sinners, set yourselves to meditate on Divine 
and spiritual things; especially those truths which tend 
most to awaken you to repentance. 

O think on the guilt, pollution, and misery of your 
natural state. Think on the eyil of sin in its nature and 
eonsequences. Think on the sins of your past lives; 
consider them in their quality, number, and aggravating 
circumstanees. Think on the infallible knowiedge, in- 
finite purity, and inflexibie truth, almighty power, and 
exact righteousness of that God, whom you have provok- 
ed by your sins. Think on the reasonableness and per- 
fection of his precepts, the dreadfulness of the threat- 
nings and greatness of the. promises annexed thereto. 
Think on your: absolute inability to fulfil the Law, to 
expiate for sin, or endure the curse. ‘Think on the bles- 
sed provision, made for you in Jesus Christ. ‘Think on 
the greatness of the salvation purehased by Christ, 
and proposed in the Gospel; the freeness and grace of 
the offer; the condescension of the terms; and the as- 
sistance tendered to you. Think how much it cost the 
Son of God, even his own most precious blood, to pro- 
eure this redemption for you. ‘Think mueh of Christ 
and him erucified, of Christ and him glorified. Think 
particularly on the agonies of his soul. which was ex- 
ceeding sorrowful even unto death, under a sense of sin 
and apprehension of the wrath of God; and endeavour 
after some imitation hereof.—Meditate on the vanity 
wnd meanness of all earthly things. Think on the eer- 
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tainty and awfulness of approaching Death, Judgment, 
and Eternity. Think on the glories and joys of heaven ; 
the miseries and pains of hell; and the infinite folly you 
are guilty of in not taking a timely care to secure the 
former, aud avoid the latter. 

These are some of the things, which you should medi- 


tate upon, and a due consideration thereof would have a 


rational tendency to impress your hard heart, and awak- 
en you out of your sleepy insensibility. 

O sinner, I beseech you then, think on these things 
seriously in the fear of God. Set your heart unto all 
these things, give yourself wholly tothem. Let your 
meditations be voluntary and chosen, free and uncon- 
strained. Let them also be letsurely, frequent, and sol- 
emn. ‘Take time and take pains, and be diligent in the 
work. 

This a duty of vast importance; and therefore must 
must not be trifled in, much less neglected. ‘This also 
is what you have a natural capacity for. You can thus 
meditate if yon will. You do not stand in need of abili- 
ty; nor do you lack opportunity. And this is the best 
use that can be made of your thinking powers. Your 
thoughts are generally busy: and what can you employ 
them about, that is of greater weight or value than the 
subjects before mentioned ? Your minds are very apt in- 
deed to run upon your worldly affairs, pleasures, profits, 
honours, friends, &e. But alas! how foolish are you in 
this? Since those other meditations, recommended above, 
are incomparably more necessary, excellent, delightful, 
and beneficial ; and in themselves are no greater toil 
and labour. 

What Eacuse then can you frame ? What pretence to 
palliate your neglect ef holy, spiritual meditation ? Ver- 
ily ‘thou art tnexcusable, O man, whuever thou art.” 
that livest in the omission hereof. Be exhorted then, to 
dismiss your vain thoughts with shame and regret for 
them; and to overcome your natural aversion to spiriin- 
al meditation, and speedily set about this great work. 
QO that IT eeuld persuade you immediately to retire and 
spend a little time in serious debates with your own 
heart on the sin and folly of present delays in the offuirs 
of your soul! And henceforth to accustom yourself, now 
aad (hen to separate some small portion ef your time. 
44° ; 
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though it were but a few minutes ina day, in solemn 
consideration of some awakening truths; possibly this 
might be blessed to your saving conviction ;—~and me- 
thinks, this would be an inconsiderable thing to do for 
your soul.—There can be no rational expeetation of 
your awakening, till you can be brought to sober think- 
ing. But if 1 could persuade you to this, so necessary, 
so cheap, 80 reasonable a duty, and you would engage 
in it in earnest, it would be a hopeful omen of your con- 
version. O therefore deny not this much to yourself, de- 
ny it not to God, if thou wilt deny it me. I have told 
the truth; ‘ consider what I say, and the Lord give you 
understanding !” Or if you put me to conclude in harsh- 
er terms, they shall still be the Oracles of God. “ Now 
consider this ye that forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, 
and there be none to deliver.”*—Psalm J]. 22. 











A JUVENILE LAY FOR THE MONITOR. 


THAT youth whose tender soul aspires 
To know his great Creator’s name ; 
Whose active mind with joy admires 
His splendid, universal frame—— 

Shall flourish like the op’ning bud, 
Which sends its savoury fragrance wide ; 
Or as some tree, beside the flood, 

Which blooming drinks the flowing tide. 


Religion smiles to own the guest, 

And makes the stranger now her own; 
She gives the wand’rer peaceful rest, 
And shows the prodigal a home. 


Sage Wisdom rears its earnest voice, 
And calling, spreads its richest store : 
O Son! receive my happy choice, 
The fear of God, and want no more. 

I dwell with prudence, peace and love, 
And every neighbouring grace js mine ; 
Far from the worlds of light I rove, 
To offer blessings so divie. 
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To such the Father’s promise stands, 
‘Who early seek, shall early find ;? 
He follows such with open hands, 
While age decrepit fal's behind. 


His morning years shall beam -with light, 
Free from the clouds of vice and sin ;— 
The ripening shock, no storm shall blight, 
"YRL to the garner gathered in. — 





AERIAL VOYAGES. 


ImMPROVEMENTs in the arts and sciences have recently 
been so great and so rapid that we can but imperfectly 
conjecture what it is possible may soon be invented or 
discovered. ‘The success:which has attended the appli- 
cation of steam engines to purposes of Navigation, is 
truly astonishing. Scarcely less surprising have been 
the recent experiments made in the seience of Aeronau- 
tics,—or navigating the airin balloons. ‘This subjeet is 
one with whieh a large proportion of the young are little 
acquainted, We shall here introduce extracts from some 


of the most interesting accounts of aerial voyages we — 


have seen, and follow them with such reflections as the 
subject may seem to suggest. 

“In June, 1781, M. Testu ascended from Paris with 
a balloon, 28 feet in diameter on the motion of which he 
was able to produce a very sensible effect by the ma- 
neuvring of wings. It was filled only 5 8ths with gas ; 
but, at 2,900 feet high became quite full, by the expan- 
sion which it underwent in the rarer atmosphere. Dread- 
ing the bursting of the balloon, should he continue to as- 
cend higher, he applied himself vigorously to the ma- 
noeuvring of the wings; and after much difficulty, and 
severe labour, descended, in the plain of Montmorency, 
to take in ballast. Here he procured some stones with- 
out leaving the ear. A crowd of peeple, impelled by 
curiosity to see him, forced their way through a field of 
eorn. which was so considerably damaged, that the pro- 
prieior seized on the aeronaut for indemnification. 
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Twenty persons held a cord which was fixed to the car 
and conveyed it along, the balloon floating about si. 
yards from the ground. But when they were trium 

hantly entering the viilage with their prisoner, he sud- 
denly cut the eord by which the car was restrained, and 
made his eseape into the air, to the utter amazement of 
his captors. After descending a second time, he rose 
again, and passed through clouds which emitted vivid 
flashes of ligituing, accompanied by loud peals of thun- 
der. The sun was then setting; and shortly afterwards, 
he encountered a storm. His balloon was tossed about 
among elouds, some of them snowy, and others charged 
with rain. An iron point, fixed to his car, emitted a 
stream of light from the positive eleetricity of the atmos- 
phere; and, when negative, it exhibited a luminous spot. 
His flag, bearing the arms of France in gold, sparkled 
with fire during the darkness of the night, while the 
thunder rolled, and the lightning. flashed around him. 
The storm lasted for three hours; and during all that 
time the aeronaut durst not allow any of the gas to eseape, 
lest its communication with the electric matter should 
have produced an explosion of the balloon. The tem- 
pest at length abated, and was sueceeded by a_ perfect 
ealm. From .a-sublime elevation, he beheld the sun ris- 
ing; and after being twelve hours in the air, descended 
near the village of Campremi, 75 miles from Paris. His 
clothes and balloon were impregnated with a strong sul- 
phureous smell; and his flag had been rent by the light- 
hing. 

On the 7th of April, 1806, M. Mosment, an experi- 
encéd aeronaut, undertook an aerial voyage from Lisle. 
‘He ascended at noon, waving a flag decorated with the im- 
perial eagle of France, amid the shouts of the assembled 
spectators. ‘The commencement of his career was so 
rapid as to bear him in a very short time beyond the vis- 
ion of the crowd. During his ascent he dropped an an- 
imal attached to a parachute, which came safely to the 
ground. About one o’clock, something was observed 
slowly descending through the atmosphere, which pro- 
ved on its fall to be the flag which M. Mosment had 
earried along with him. Very soon afierwards a mur- 
mur cireulated through the erowd, and the hody of the 
unfortunate aeronaut was discovered iu one of the fossés 
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of the city, lifeless and covered with blood. The bal- 
Joon reached the ground on the same day, at the distance 
of 75 miles from Lisle; the car contained nothing ex- 
cept an unloaded pistol, a little bread, and a pieee of 
flesh. M. Garnerin ascribes this melancholy disaster to 
the extreme shallowness of the car, and the too great 
distance between the cords which attached it to the bal- 
loon; and is of opinion, that M. Mosment, when lean- 
ing over the car to drop the animal, had Jost his balance, 
and was preeipitated to the earth. 

Of all the voyages which the history of aeronautics 
presents to our notice, the nocturnal aerial excursions of 
M. Garnerin must be ranked among the most enterprising 
and adventurous. At eleven o’clock in the evening of 
the fourth of august, 1807, he ascended from Tivoli, at 
Paris, under the Russian flag, as a token of the peace 
that subsisted between France and Russia. His balloon 
was illuminated by twenty lamps; and to obviate ail 
danger of communication between these and the hydro- 
sen gas, which it might be necessary to discharge in the 
course of the voyage, the nearest of the lamps was four- 
teen feet distant from the balloon, and conductors were 
provided to carry the gas away in an opposite direction. 
After his ascent, rockets which had been let off at Tivo- 
li, seemed to him searcely to rise above the earth, and 
Paris, with all its lamps, appeared a plain studded with 
luminous spots. En forty minutes, he found himself at 
an elevation of 13,200 feet, when in consequence of the 
dilatation of the balloon, he was under the necessity of 
discharging part of the inflammable air. About twelve 
_ o’elock, when 3,600 feet from the earth, he heard the 
barking of twodogs; about two, he saw several metebrs 
flying around him, but none of them so near as to create 
apprehension. At half past three, he beheld the sun 
emerging in brilliant majesty, above an ocean of clouds, 
and the air being thereby expanded, the balloon soon 
rose 15,000 feet above the earth, where he felt the cold 
exceedingly intense. In seven hoursand a half from his 
departure, M. Garnerin descended near Loges, 135 miles 
distant from Paris. 

The same intrepid aeronaut undertook a second noe- 
turnal voyage, on the 2ist September, 1807, in the 
course of which he was exposed to the most imminent 
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danger. M. Garnerin prognosticating an approaching 
storm, from the state of the atmosphere, refused to be 
accompanied by M. de Chassenton, who earnestly re. 
quested it. He ascended therefore alone from Tivoli, 
at ten o’clock, and was carried up with unexampled ra. 
pidity to an immense height above the clouds. The bal. 
loon was there dilated to an alarming degree, and 
M. Garnerin, having been prevented by the turbulence of 
the mob, before his ascent, from regulating those parts 
of the apparatus which were meant to conduct the gas 
away from the lamps in its escape, was totally inea- 
vable of managing the balloon. He had no alternative 
left, therefore, but with one hand to make an opening, 
two feet in diameter, through which the inflammable air 
was discharged in great quantities ; and with the other, 
to extinguish as many of the lamps as he could possibly 
reach. The aeronaut was now without a regulating 
valve: and the balloon, subjeet to every caprice of the 
whirlwind, was tossed about from current to current, 
When the storm impelled him downwards he was fore- 
ed to throw out his ballast, to restore the ascending 
tendency; and at last, every resource being exhausted, 
no expedient was left him to provide against future exi- 
geneies. In this forlorn condition, the balloon rose 
through thick clouds, and afterwards sunk ; and the ear, 
having struck against the ground, with a violent impulse 
rebounded from it to a considerable altitude. ‘The fu- 
ry of the tempest dashed him against the mountains; and 
after many rude agitations and severe shocks, he was re- 
dueed to a state of temporary insensibility. On recov- 
ering from his perilous situation, he reached Mont Ton- 
nerre in a storm of thunder. A very short time after, 
his anchor hooked in a tree; and, in seven hours and 4 
half, after a voyage which had nearly proved fatal to 
him, he Janded at the distance of 300 miles from Paris.” 


REFLECTIONS. 


When reading these results of human invention and 
enterprize, it may not be unprofitable to moralize. If 
men will ineur such expense and encounter such hazard, 
merely to rise a few fathoms above the earth; how we 
must stand reproved, that such small sacrifices are 
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made and so few perils encountered, for the 9 oe of 
soaring forever above terrestrial objects. Truly “ the 
children of this world are in their generation wiser than 
the children of light.” 

To rise in any degree from the earth, a measure of 
an important tendency in matter, the attraction of gravi- 
tation, must be overcome. In proportion as a material 
body is elevated, it finds this tendeney diminished. Let 
this illustrate the moral circumstances of sinful man. He 
is of the earth and earthly. Renovated affections of love 
to God aad faith in Christ are to the soul what Hydro- 
gen gas is to the balloon. They elevate it; and the 
more it rises the less it feels the attraction of this world. 
The more it is elevated in its moral affections, the more 
diminutive the interests and pursuits of earth appear. 
It looks down with peculiar feelings on the littleness of 
sublunary objects. Now when a credible aeronaut in- 
forms us what he has seen and felt, when he has risen in 
regions which we have never traversed, we believe him. 
What should prevent our believing the assertions of a 
eredible person respecting his spiritual elevation? Why 
should he be branded as a fanatic who says to his ae- 
quaintance, Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I 
will declare what he hath done for my soul F 

Here again we are reminded that like the power of 
gravitation with the balloon, the attractions of earth have 
restrained the flights of the soul on the wings of devotion, 
and brought it again in contaet with beggarly ele- 
ments This will continue to be the case while we re- 
main inthehody. But when these clay tabernacles shall 
be dropped, with what astonishing rapidity may the con- 
scious spirit pass beyond the orbit of Herschel, and with 
the rapidity of thought, dart in the twinkling of an eye be- 
yond the remotest visible fixed star. Of the discoveries it 
may then make in the creation of God, we can form not the 
least probable conjectures. With what astonishment we 
shall then reflect on the supreme or inordinate attachment 
we have had to the gilded trifles of this speek of dust in 
the material universe. Now if the soul have in this world, 
learned the sublime science of soaring towards Heaven 
in holy affeetions, when it leaves the body; it will con- 
tinue to rise with increasing velocity towards God for- 
ever and ever. The expanding views it will have of 
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Ichovah’s perfections, as it rises through other worlds 
and is conversant with other immortal intelligences wil] 
be enrapturing. 

But if at death it is disqualified for ascending, how 
dreadful must be its cireumstances. Conceive of a man 
on the roof of a high building, with his feet sliding, and 
his fall inevitable; what dreadful emotions must he 
have? What throbs of anxiety must have seized Mos. 
ment, when disengaged from his balloon, and feeling that 
he must inevitably be dashed to atoms. Indeseribably 
more awful will be the cireumstances of souls leaving 
the body without holy affections. What imagination 
ean conceive the horrors of being precipitated from our 
elevation as prisoners of hope, and dashed on the rocks 
of eternal perdition. From such a catastrophe Goop 
LoRD DELIVER US. 








VISIF TO MOUNT VESUVIUS.——-AN EXTRACT. 


Late im the afternoon we took two guides, and pro- 
viding ourselves with torches, set off for the Mountain 
of Vesuvius, being resolved to see the mouth or erater, 
during the darkness of the night, that we might view it 
in all its terror. A continual ascent of two hours and a 
half brought us to the steepest part of the mountain, 
where we rested ourselves on a recumbent fig-tree, the 
only vegetable that ventured to approach so near the 
top, and which despairing to equal its fellows in height, 
was content to spread out its length along a bed of lava. 
Here the labour was doubled ; for the ashes gave way 
at every step, so that we could searcely make any pro- 
gress. At length, however, after an hour’s exertion and 
inconceivable fatigue we reaehed the summit. Almost 
at that instant of time the voleano began to roar. The 
noise may be compared to thunder. My eourage failed 
me. I turned as pale as ashes, and trembled from head 
to foot. ‘This trepidation lasted not long; I soon recov 
ered sufficient fortitude to look down into the gulf below, 
at the very moment when the flame was bursting out; 
but I think it seareely possible that I should ever forget 
the horrible impression which it excited. I had heard 
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and read much of this burning prodigy, and had aecord- 
ingly prepared myself for something more dreadful than 
ordinary ; but the stupendous sight far surpassed all my 
imagination. Were it possible for mortal man to form 
any adequate idea of the fervent melting of the elements 
at the general dissolution, I think I have formed it here. 
I was surprised at the smallness of the apertures, 
threugh which such amass of ashes and Java is dis- 
charged. The discharge of Java is best accounted for 
by supposing a communication between this mountain 
and that of Atna in Sicily, which lies at the distance 
of 180 miles. Naturalists have assigned several rea- 
sons in support of this conjecture; the principal one is 
the similarity of the lava and other matter thrown up 
from the two mountains. I shall never forget a notable 
specimen of Italian cunning. Our two guides, whose 
aspect announced them fit for treasons, murders, and 
death, came upon us when we were first looking down 
upon the flames, and demanded a sum of money, addi- 
tional to that which we had agreed to give them on our 
first setting out. I have been told it is their eonstant 
custom of dealing with strangers, that they may strike 
(as'we say) while the iron is hot, and make their ad- 
vantage of the terror which the place and cireumstances 
are apt to inspire. I contrived, however, to elude their 
demand till our arrival at Portici, when I gave them 
what is usual, without satisfying their exhorbitant 
cravings. . 








LITERARY NOTICE. — 


_ Tue improvement of time, is an object of immense 
importance to all ages and all elasses among mankind. 
He who aids us in rightly employing the present, and in 
redeeming the past, is a benefactor to his race. This 
conviction is revived in our breasts by the recent reeep- 
tion and perusal of two able and eloquent sermons on 
the “ improvement of time,” by Proressor Lrnpsty of 
Vassau Hall, delivered in the College Chapel at the 
close of the last year. We shall take the liberty to 
enrich our pages with a few extracts from them; hoping 


12 












134 ON THE VALUE OF TIME. (April, 


all who may have the opportunity, will peruse the dis- 
courses themselves. 

* But again—were I addressing an ordinary audience 
—an audience, l mean, consisting of persons engaged in 
the ordinary pursuits of the world; 1 might ask, which 
has appeared most important to your eyes, time, or mon- 
ey? Uf which have you been most tenacious; of which 
* the most liberal? Have you been as free and ready to 
assist the needy and the suffering—to patronise chariia- 
ble institutions—to support the gospel— to contribute to 
objects of public utility—as you have been to dissipate 
time P Do you not think more of a shilling than an hour? 
Would you not be more backward to give the former to 
any benevolent object than to waste the latter in what- 
ever way you might be solicited ? How seldom is it that 
you refuse your time to any who may choose to give you 
an idle call—while you would be grieved and vexed were 
half as many calls made upon your purse, even for the 
noblest purposes ?—and you would disregard them toe. 

* Is it not true that the loss of a day or a week ocea- 
sions ess pain to most men than the loss. of a little prop- 
erty P Is it not true also that they frequently caleulate 
the value of lost time merely by the sum which they 
might have made during that time? And, if nothing 
could have been gained, then they do not esteem it any 
loss at all? Is it reasonable that this should be the case ? 
Is the worth of time to be measured by gold and silver? 
Was it to amass these that man was endued with angel- 
ic faculties—planted on this earth for a day—and when 
the day is ended, to be ushered into another world to ex- 
ist forever—-without the privilege of carrying with him a 
particle of his hard-earned and beloved treasures ? God 
must have placed men in this world for some purpose— 
and, would it not be a mockery of the divine wisdom and 
goodness tu suppose that the aequisition of property were 
the grand purpose of his being? 

“ Have you not wituessed—and are you not folly con- 
vinced that wealth, honour, power, pleasure, are enjoyed 
and heid by a preearious tenure ? That to-day, men may 
walk forth arrayed in purple and fine linen—the objects 
wf envy to some—vof admiration and servile flattery to 
others—while to-morrow, they may appear in sackeloth 
and ashes—outcasts in the streets, and none so poor as 
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to do them reverence—derided and scorned by the very 
crowd, which now gaze and applaud, as though exist- 
ence depended on their smile? And what do yon infer 
from this caprice of fortune (as it is usually styled,) to 
which men are so gererally e.zslaved, and of which they 
so frequently fall the heedless and unpitied victims? 
What--but that all sublunary things are vain, mutable, 
transitory—ineapable of gratifying rational, immortal 
natures—and therefore unworthy of your affection and 
your pursuit ? Yet these are precisely the objects of hu- 
man desire and ambition; and have been so in every age 
and country, since first the gates of Kdeu were closed 
against the guilty pair who led the way in this career of 
sin and ruin; and who have entailed the saiue blindness 
and infatuation on all their posterity. 

“ Renounciog then these airy illusive goods, which 
never imparted aray of solid comfort to the anxious 
seeker, or to the proud possessor of them, and which alk 
must leave so soon at best—what remains to occupy our 
minds, and to call forth the active energies of our na- 
ture >—Time—preeious time is ours—and of this, none 
but God ean deprive us. Time is our estate. This is 
our inheritance. It is our all. And on its right im- 
provement depends our eternal welfare. ‘Time is given 
us to lay up treasures in heaven—to prepare ourselves 
by submission, by patience, by humility and self-denial, 
by penitenee, faith and prayer, during our pilgrimage 
through this wilderness of sorrow and temptation ; for 
the full, the perfeet, and the perpetual fruition of that 
Canaan of peace, and plenty, and rest, and joy, and glo- 
ry, to which the faithful shall, at last, be weleomed. 

‘* Were this sublime, this glorious object constantly ia 
view— Were heaven steadily in our eye, could time ever 
hang heavily upon our hands,? Could it seem tedious, dull, 
burthensome ? Could we consent te lose so much in idle- 
ness ; so much in unnecessary sleep; so much in trifling 
or profane conversation and amusement; so much in pu- 
erile or hazardous sperts and games; so much in sensu- 
al indulgences; so much in a thousand frivolous and 
criminal modes, which the evil genius of this world has 
artfully devised to cheat men out of their most valuable 
possessions P 






SELECY? ANECDOTES. [April, 


“© We have all erred in this matter. There is not an 
individual in this house;—there is not a child of Adam 
en earth who has not abused time. Nay more, there is 
not a day in which the best of men, when they review at 
evening, their conduet during the day, do not find abun- 
dant cause of humiliation and repentance before God for 
their unfruitfulness, their sloth, or their forgetfulness of 
Him who has solemnly charged them to occupy till he 


eome.”’ 








SELECT ANECDOTES. 
SANGUINE AUTHOR. 


A Poor clergyman, in a very remote county in Eng- 
land, had, on some popular occasion, preached a sermon 
so exceedingly acceptable to his parishioners, that they 
entreated him to print it; which, after due and solemn 
deliberation, he promised to do. This was the most re- 
markable ineident of his life, and filled his mind with @ 
thousand fancies. ‘The conclusion, however, of all his 
consultations with himself was, that he should obtain 
both fame and money; and that a journey to the metrop- 
olis, to direet and superintend the great concern was in- 
dispensable. After taking a formal leave of his friends 
and neighbours, he proceeded on his journey. On his 
arrival in town, by great good fortune, he was recom- 
mended to the worthy and excellent Mr. Bowyer, to 
whom he triumphantly related the object of his journey. 
The printer agreed to his proposals, and required to 
know how many copies he would have struck off? 
“ Why, sir,” returned the clergyman, “ I have ealculat: 
ed that there are in the kingdom so many thousand pat- 
ishes, and that each parish will at least take one, and 
others more; so that I think we may safely venture to 
print thirty-five or thirty-six thousand eopies.” The 
printer bowed, the matter was settled, and the reverend 
author departed in high spirits to his home. With 
much difficulty and great self-denial, a period of about 
two months was suffered to pass; when his golden vis 
ions so tormented his imagination, that he could endure 
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it no longer, and accordingly he wrote to Mr. Bowyer, 
desiring him to send the debtor and creditor account, 
most liberally permitting the remittances to be forward- 
ed at Mr. B’s convenience. Judge of the astonishment, 
tribulation, and anguish, excited by the receipt of an ac- 
count, charging him for printing thirty-five thousand 
copies of a sermon, £785, 5s, 6d, and giving him eredit 
for £1, 5s, 6d, the produce of seventeen copies, being the 
whole that had been sold. This left a balance of £784, 
due the bookseller. 

All who knew the eharacter of this most amiable and 
and excellent printer, would not be at all surprised to 
hear, that, in a day or two, a letter to the following pur- 
pose was forwarded to the clergyman :— 


** REVEREND SIR, 


Ibeg pardon for innocently amusing myself at your 
expense, but you need not give yourself uneasiness. I 
knew better than you could do the extent of the sale of 
single sermons, and accordingly printed but fifty eopies, 


to the expense of which you are heartily welcome, in re- 
turn for the liberty I have taken with you.”’ 


THE WELL-STORED MEMORY. . 


A youth, who was engaged in the social study of the 
holy Scriptures, remarked to a friend that since com- 
mitting particular texts to memory, they often recurred 
under circumstances which rendered them peculiarly in- 
teresting and practically useful. It was added,—-When 
I look abroad, this text occurs, * The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the firmament sheweth his handy work.” 
When [ sit down to meals another text occurs ; * Wheth- 
er therefore ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God.”” When I open the sacred volume, 
] remember, ** All Scripture is given -by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction in righteousness,” &e. May the 
Holy Spirit multiply sueh effects from the social study 
of BTERNAL TRUTH. 

12* 
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MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Crovns and darkness often appear to attend the first 
efforts for evangelizing Pagan lands, where afterwards 
the brightest prospects cheer the benevolent heart. We 
rejoice that the horizon of the Burman Mission appears 
to be brightening, The following extract from a letter 
written by Mr. Judson to Dr. Baldwin, when connected 
with later intelligence, will rejoice every friend to the 
spread of the Gospel. On their arrival at Ava, they met 
with a favourable reception from his Majesty and were 
directed to seek them such lodgings as were agreeable, 
near the foot of the throne. We trust this will turn ont | 
to the furtherance of the Gospel among the millions of 
Burmah. 

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Judson to Dr. Bald- 
win, dated 

Rangoon, August 21, 1822, 
REv AND DEAR SIR, | 

Since 1 wrote you last February, I have been almost 
entirely confined to the translation of the New Testa- 
ment, in which I had proceeded to the end of the second 
of Corinthians, including Ephesians, Hebrews, and the 
epistles of John; when an order arrived from the king, 
summoning brother Price to Ava, on account of his med- 
ical skill, of which his Majesty had heard. We expect 
to leave Rangoon day after tomorrow, in a boat provided 
by Government. Brother Hough remains in charge of 
this station. 

For several weeks past, there has been a considerable 
excitement in the minds cf our Burman friends. The 
assembly on Lord’s days has risen to thirty or forty. 
Five have lately been baptized, and there remain sever- 
al hopeful inquirers. ‘These circumstanees make me 
very reluctant to leave Rangoon; yet the path of duty 
seems to lead to Ava. May the Lord direct and pros- 
per this our second attempt to gain some footing in the 
eapital and the palace.” 








Tur late intelligence from the Palestine Mission is 
peeuliarly interesting. The following brief extracts 
from the Missionary Herald, will show our readers how 
these unweariedly active meu are employed at Malta 















BIBLE CLASS IN CHARLESTOWN. 139 


They have seeured such confidence from the Greeks 
that two Greek youth have been entrusted to their eare, 
and have actually arrived in this Country to reeeive an 
edueation. These interesting natives of Classical ground 
are at Salem, with the Rev. Mr. Cornelius. 

‘¢ We preach four times a week in English. Our 
chapel which accommodates one handred persons, is fill- 
ed twice on the Sabbath. On Wednesday evening we 
preach also in the chapel, and on Thursday evening in,a 
room on the other side of the water, near the dock-yard. 
Our preaching is generally extemporaneous, This is 
the kind of preaching, to which our hearers have been 
most accustomed, and which they prefer. 

“ Our congregations on the Sabbath are of quite a mix- 
ed kind ;s—some persons distinguished for learning, tal- 
ents and aecomplishments, and some of the most illiter- 
ate; Churchmen, Presbyterians, Independents, Baptists, 
and Methodists. Nothing gratifies the serious part of 
our congregation so much as when we preach on the glo- 
ry and grace of Christ; I mean, in a practical and ex- 
perimental way. We have several times had at our 
meeting two young midshipmen, from an English man- 
_of-war, who have become serious in the course of the past 
year. 








a 


BIBLICAL LECTURES. 


A Bible Class has been formed in the First Congregation in 
Charlestown, under the pastoral care of Rev. Mr. Fay, 
of which, at our request, he has furnished us with the fol- 
lowing account, e are pleased that he has so minutely 
traced the incipient steps which led to its complete organi- 
zation. We hope that the regret which many others among 
Zion’s Watchmen feel in rarely meeting their young people 
except in the sanctuary, may be removed by the same reso- 
lute, persevering, and successful efforts which he has made. 


Tue Pastor of this Congregation had long lamented, 
that so small a number of the dear youth attended his 
weekly leetures at the Chapel, and other appointed 
means of religious instruction, aside from the public wor- 
ship of the Sabbath. To interest this important portion 
of his charge in the study of the Scriptures, gain access 
to their minds, and secure stated opportunities of apply 
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ing divine truth to their consciences and hearts in an 
affectionate and familiar manner, he proposed the estab- 
lishinent of a Biblical Class, and gave notice from the 
pulpit, on the Sabbath, of the design and objects of such 
an association, inviting all of twelve years of age and 
upwards, who could find it practicable, to assemble at 
the Chapel, and learn more definitely the object propos. 
ed, and the plan to be pursued. In the mean time he 
visited the families of the Congregation, exhibiting the 
importance of the object to the youth, that they might 
be persuaded to attend; and to the parents, that they 
might not only secure the attendance of those under their 
eare, but also cooperate with their Pastor by their pa- 
rental fidelity. 

This Class was formed on the last Tuesday in Janua- 
ry, when there were entered as members, one hundred 
and thirty. The Biblical lectures are given every other 
Tuesday evening, or once a fortnight. The present 
number of members is two hundred and twenty, and there 
are additions at every lecture. 

The Biblical Catechism of the Rev. Hervey Wilbur, 
is adopted as the text-book of these lectures; and it is 
hoped, that not only this interesting manual, but the ef- 
forts of its authorto aid the moral and religious improve- 
ment of the rising generation, will be extensively useful. 

Those associated to attend these lectures, are enrolled 
in six divisions, four of females, and two of males, and a 
question or subject is assigned to each division ;—and 
when proposed at the next lecture, it is expected some 
member of the division to which the subjeet was assign- 
ed, will repeat the passages of Scripture found under it. 
The Pastor then proceeds to discuss the subject of the 
question, explain the passages of Seripture repeated, an- 
swer objections, and make a direct application of the 
truths illustrated. Every lecture is commenced and 
closed with prayer. And it may with propriety be add- 
ed, that while the dear youth are assembled to be in- 
structed out of the Scriptures, there is a meeting at the 
same hour of professing parents, to pray for a divine 
blessing upon these instructions ; and the very first lee 
ture was not without its visible good effects. ys 

It must be perfectly obvious that this system of Bibli- 
cal instruction might be widely extended; and the Pas- 
tor had hoped to haye extended it; but the religious at 
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tention, which has appeared, has so multiplied his Ia-. 
bours, as to render it utterly impracticable. 

The course of Biblical instruction already adopted, is 
attended with many important advantages. 

I. It brings the youth together to gain religious in- 
struction, and awakens a disposition to attend other lec- 
tures, and meetings for religious purposes. 

“UI. It calls their attention directly to the word of God, 
and gives the Pastor an opportunity at every lecture to 
enforce their obligation to study the Scriptures by new 
motives continually oceurring. | 
JIVE. It furnishes the youth with the most useful and 
interesting topics of conversation when together, and the 

Pastor with the most interesting subjects of inquiry, 

whenever he meets them. 

IV. It gives a Pastor the most favourable opportunity 
to address nearly all the youth of his congregation at 
once, and in an appropriate manner. | 

V. It furnishes the most correct and efficient aid to y 
pious parental instruction, and renders the joint labours 
of both Pastor and parents the most effectual. 

VE. It brings, more than any other mede of instrue- 
tion, the sacred Scriptures before the mind as the only 
rule of faith and godliness, and it has already evinced 
by actual experiment, that men are begetten again, and 
sanctified by the word of truth. 

The Pastor has given notice, that any members of the 
Biblica] Class were at liberty to write essays or disser- 
tations, on the subjects to be discussed, and send to him ; 
and if deemed usefu!, they would be eommunicated to 
the Class,: One essay, or more, has been read at every 
lecture. The Pastor has been requested to submit the 
following, read at the Biblical lecture on the 25th of 
February and 11th of March last. As the essays are 
all presented as anonymous, they will be thus submitted. 














| The following prose and poetical Essays are those alluded to 
[ in the above communication. 


“ The study of the Scriptures, must be considered by 
eyery unprejudiced observer of their invaluable and di- 





142 ON STUDYING THE SCRIPTURES. [ April, 


versified contents, not only the most important, bat the 
most interesting, whieh ean engage the attention of a ra. 
tional, contemplative mind. All that the niost fertile 
imagination can conceive of purity of style, sublimity of 
thought, or grandeur of imagery, is found there. They 
contain variety suited to all the diversity of taste man 
possesses. ; 

Is hiography your favourite study ? With what inter. 
est will you follow the pious youth, whose history com. 
mences in the 30th chapter of Genesis ;—who having 
been sent on an errand of mercy from the bosom of a 
doting father, was ungratefully received, cruelly treat. 
ed, and his life attempted by his wicked brethren, but 
mercifully preserved by an overruling Providence ? With 
what interest will you dwell on the description of his 
bondage ;—with what delight behold him afterwards 
next in honour to the king, overcomimg every temptation, 
and resolving not to “ sin against God.” 

With what deep solicitude will you trace the history 
of the child saved in an ark of bulrushes from a cruel 
and untimely death, and called to be a prince and deliy- 
erer to his countrymen; and yet in all his prosperity re- 
memering the Lord,—choosing rather to suffer afflie- 
fion with his people, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin 
for a season P 

Are you pleased with history ¥ With what delight 
will you peruse the history of the Jewish nation, and 
trace their various journeyings, distresses, and providen- 
tial deliverances, which oceupy the seventeen first books 
of the Bible, and are either foretold or adverted to on al- 
most every page? Do you delight in the reeital of deeds 
of valour, or martial fame? Look at the holy fortitude, 
the pious confidence of the young hero, (4 Samuel, xvii.) 
who went forth at the command of the Lord with a 
sling and a stone, trusting in an Almighty arm, and de- 
fied the proud Philistine’s strength and skill, and you 
will find much to admire and imitate. He was buta 
youth, yet, trusting inthe Lord of hosts, was victorious ; 
——« youth ;—and yet before assembled thousands de- 
elared his cunfidence in Israel’s God s—in our God. 

Has poetry more enticing charms for your refined 
taste? Some of the finest and best strains ever presented 
ie the eye of man are to be found in the Psalms of Da- 
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he vid, in some of the prophets, and in other parts of the 
‘'a- |) inspired volume 

le FF These are but few of the interesting subjeets, which 
of | % are presented on every page of the sacred Scriptures, 
ey | Now if these subjects were thus exhibited by uninspired 
i «omen, they would attract, fascinate, and instruet ; but when 


we consider that every word is accompanied with the 
impressive declaration, ** Thus saith the Lord ;” that 
the Bible is not intended for private interpretation, and 
that by it we must soon be judged, how ought we to 
search it, as for hidden treasure, and with microscopic 
eye endeavour to discover through the outward ecover- 
ing its more intrinsic beauties. With such impressions, 
that mind must be insensible indeed, which in attending 
to the bingraphy of Moses, Joseph, and others, forgets 
him, who left the bosom of his Father, and came into 
this world of moral wretchedness,—was despised, re- 
jected, crucified, and slain; whose life was spotless ;— 
but who condescended by a cruel death to purchase for 
us all our blessings, and who is now exalted to bea 
Prince and a Saviour. Who in reading the history of 
the chosen people of Israel does not apply it to Christ’s 
followers, while passing through this moral wilderness to 
the heavenly Canaan? By the rejection of the Jews, we 
are taught, that those wha-do not exercise cordial faith, 
and endure unto the end, will hereafter be excluded from 
the rest that remains for his people. Who that is at- 
tracted by its poetry can fail to anticipate the song of 
the redeemed in heaven, and earnestly desire tu be ad- 
mitted to their blest society. 

But what will all these beauties and excellencies of 
the Bible avail, and to what purpose were they sent to 
those, who do not read and study the word of God? As 
the sun shines in vain to a person who by choosing a sub- 
terraneous dwelling, voluntarily denies himself his en- 
lightening beams, so the beauties of the Bible will be for- 
ever unknown to us, and its heavenly light will shine 
around us in vain, if it lie in our houses unperused, un- 
opened. But let us bear in mind, that the book of Ged’s 
remembrance, is not closed ;—there our names are reg- 
istered, our thoughts recorded, and every neglected privi- 
lege and unoccupied talent will appear as a testimony 
against us at the last day. 
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INVITATION TQ THE BIBLICAL LECTURE. 


Heirs of eternity! who know 
There is,a God, draw near 5 
“There.is‘a heaven for you to win, 

A hell for you to fear. 


Ho, ye who thirst for knowledge, come, 


The sacred pages:scan ; 
Learn here the character of Ged, 
His love to guilty man. 


The mysteries of a Saviour’s love— 
Redemption by his blood— 

Are treasures worth an angel’s search, 
And worthy of a Gop. 


Come, ye who’ve sought for happiness 
In vain from earthly good ; 

Come, learn the riches of his grace. 
And taste the heavenly food. 


Come, ye who feel the weight of sia, 
Come, learn a Saviout’s love, 

For you he suffer’d on the cross, 
For you he pleads above. 


Ye troubled, broken hearted souls, 
With sin and guilt oppress’d ; 


Come, seek his grace, come trust his word, 


And be forever blest. 


No earthly good ean satisfy 
Th’ immortal soul’s desires ; 
Come then, enjoy that peace of mind 
His HOLY woRD inspires. 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





We have only room to return thanks for increasing patron- 


age and to request numbers to enlist to render our Work still 
more worthy of patronage. 
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